FLUID MOTION THEATRE PRESENTS

the

Greatest Show
ON EARTH

TO

U R PA C K

Where can The Greatest Show
on Earth be performed?

What you are about to see will
blow your mind. It is important. It
is fantastical and phenomenal.
You need to see this. It is the
most
amazing
performance
ever! We dont need any fancy
technology, big flashing lights
or smoke machines to put on
our greatest show. We have
something much simpler than
that.’

The Greatest Show on Earth is about nature and how it makes us feel and the structure needs to
be positioned towards a natural view. This is because the performance has been made to draw
attention to green spaces that exist around us and that people may not have noticed before.
This means that the performance is able to work equally well facing a small patch of trees or a
flower bed in a park, or overlooking larger natural views in places like national parks.

Access

How it works

Fluid Motion Theatre Company are committed
to being flexible and accommodating to those
with additional needs, and offer:
•

The Greatest Show on Earth is an outdoor performance installation created by Fluid Motion
Theatre Company that encourages us to look differently at the spaces around us, to immerse
ourselves in the natural world to improve our wellbeing.
Audiences stumble across a natural object in the landscape, it is made of willow and hazel and it
looks a bit like a cross between a seed pod and a bird hide. It is intriguing. Two curious people are
standing by the side of it, they are looking at the landscape through special viewing devices and
encouraging people to come and take a look with them.
This intriguing couple warmly invites audience members to come inside the natural structure. It
is dark inside so the door is kept open for a while whilst people get comfortable and sit themselves
down on the bench. Once the door is closed the performance begins. The structure has a window
built in it at one end, this window is framing a view of the natural landscape outside, but before
it can be revealed the performer inside playfully encourages audience members to reset their
senses for what is about to happen.
Once the window is revealed in dramatic fashion, audiences are treated to the greatest show on
earth. Once the magic has happened the door is drawn back and people exit, however this isn’t the
end of the experience. Audiences are then invited to take a pair of ‘nature goggles’ if they want
to, crafted in the same natural materials as the structure itself. These goggles allow for a deeper
exploration of the natural world and the performer leads the group outside to take a closer look at
the landscape through their goggles. Throughout the experience audiences are asked what they
noticed and how it made them feel. These reflections are captured by the performers who write
them down in their journals. These reflections provide a wonderful snapshot of the experiences
of audiences and are a great way to celebrate community and place.
The Greatest Show on Earth can be enjoyed by up to 3 adults at a time and the whole experience
lasts around 15 minutes. We have two performers who rotate audiences meaning that a new
performance can happen every 10 minutes.

n

The ground needs to be fairly level so that the structure is stable and safe and the ideal site is a
place that is relatively quiet, away from the busiest part of the festival or amplified sound sources
but close enough to attract the attention of festival goers or passers by.

w

Touch Tours for audience members of the
structure which would take place half an
hour before the performance opens. In
addition, the performers are able to guide
audiences around the landscape, touching
the nature goggles and feeling the textures
of trees, plants and flowers that are present.

•

An Easy Read Social Story of the
performance which is available to download
from our website and will be available on the
performance day

•

Large print copies of the script

•

Wheelchair accessibility (with assistance).

The structure
The structure was designed by Leigh Johnstone,
Artistic Director of Fluid Motion, and outdoor
artist Flick Ferdinando whose work has an
emphasis on art in the landscape, investigating
how we relate to and are present with nature
and the environment including the burgeoning
crisis of climate change.
The structure was built by Flick and David
Bernstein, an artist, environmental activist
and trained Arborist. It is made out of Hazel
and Willow and reinforced by a steel frame. It
is designed to blend into the landscape around
it, and to be a safe but curious space to reflect,
observe and connect with nature more deeply.
It is one of a kind, it is our special place, there
isn’t another one like it. It measures roughly
4.5m long x 2m high x 2m wide.

our audience
The audience for The Greatest Show on Earth is not the theatre market – this is an installation
which is for outdoor places and non-traditional performance spaces. We don’t expect people to
book. It’s an artistic intervention for public spaces. The Greatest Show on Earth is for any age
but younger children must be accompanied by an adult.
It is an arts/wellbeing/nature piece made from research on our relationship to nature and how much
we notice, think about and appreciate our natural surroundings as a critical factor in supporting
good mental health. It is also underpinned with evidence and research from Fluid Motion’s ongoing
work with communities, on the power of arts activities to improve mental health, particularly
when they are connected to nature.
Ultimately The Greatest Show on Earth is about giving people that ‘lightbulb moment’ to use the
arts and to connect with the natural world in order to improve and support wellbeing.

Marketing Copy

Technical Specification

50 word copy

What we bring

What you are about to see will blow your mind. It is
important. It is fantastical and phenomenal. You need to
see this. It is the most amazing performance ever! We
don’t need fancy technology, flashing lights or smoke
machines to put on our greatest show. We have something
simpler.

• 1 large natural structure made of willow and hazel
with a steel frame
• A long wheelbase high-top transit van. This vehicle
must be able to access the site for loading and
unloading. The van can be parked elsewhere during
performances.
• 2 Performers and 1 Technician (the technician also
performs)

Under 100 word copy
What you are about to see will blow your mind. It is
important. It is fantastical and phenomenal. You need to
see this. It is the most amazing performance ever! We
don’t need any fancy technology, big flashing lights or
smoke machines to put on our greatest show. We have
something much simpler than that.
The Greatest Show on Earth is an outdoor performance
installation created by Fluid Motion Theatre Company
that encourages us to look differently at the spaces
around us, to immerse ourselves in the natural world to
improve our wellbeing.

What we require from a
presenting festival/venue
The company aims to be technically self-sufficient.
However, we ask for support getting into the performance
space (including help manoeuvring the van at less
accessible sites).
We don’t need power or water, but a safe place to park the
van during the day and overnight if required. In addition
we require:
• Flat ground, facing a natural view (e.g a small groups
of trees, a garden, rolling hills)
• Accommodation if more than 50 miles away from our
base in Basingstoke
• Access to toilets and private changing facilities
• Staff/volunteers to be able to remain with the
structure whilst the performers and technician have
their breaks

Setting up
The Greatest Show on Earth tours with three people on
the road, two performers and a technician. Set up takes
approximately three hours and get out takes around two
hours.
The structure needs to be placed on stable ground and
facing a natural view of the landscape. This view needs to
be decided in advance by us and the host venue/festival.
The total area needed is 7m x 7m.

Running time
Each performance of The Greatest Show on Earth
lasts around 15 minutes for an audience member. The
installation can be set up for a maximum of 5 hours with
at least 3 performance slots allowing for comfort breaks
which should be a minimum of 20 minutes. We suggest a
1.5 hour slot, followed by a 2 hour slot, finishing with a
further 1.5 hour slot.

we are

Fluid Motion
We use theatre to create happy brains
We are facilitators of lightbulb moments, unforgettable experiences that nurture
and support people’s mental health. We push the boundaries of how theatre
can help make happier brains. We make performances and deliver projects for
communities and with them, using their own lives as inspiration. We want as
many people as possible to experience the power of theatre and to be wowed by
its impact on their wellbeing.
Fluid Motion Theatre Company is a renowned arts organisation and Charity in
England dedicated to improving, supporting and highlighting mental health. Our
vision is to use the arts as a tool for helping open up the conversation around mental
health, challenge the stigma and improve wellbeing.
We also produce the annual All in the Mind Festival, the leading outdoor mental
health arts festival in the UK.
www.fluidmotiontheatre.com

www.aitmfestival.com

For booking enquires please contact Leigh Johnstone (Artistic Director)
07935 680209

@FluidMotionTC

leigh@fluidmotiontheatre.com

fluidmotiontheatre

FluidMotionTC

